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July Newsletter - 2022 

Introduction… 

It’s July, which means we are into “Ordinary Time” in the 
Church calendar, and which also means we’ll be seeing a 
good deal of green for the rest of the summer.  This part of 
the calendar is not called "ordinary" because it is common 
but because the weeks during this period of time are 
numbered. The Latin word “ordinalis,” which refers to 
numbers in a series, stems from the Latin word “ordo,” from 
which we get the English word “order.”  Thus, the numbered 
weeks of Ordinary Time represent the ordered life of the 
Church; the period in which we live our lives neither in 
feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter seasons) or in more 
severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but in watchfulness 
and expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

And since we’re beginning the newsletter with a discussion 
about time, it’s hard to resist dipping into the Book of 
Ecclesiastes for some comments on time that were written 
long before Pete Seeger put them to music. 

• To every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven: 

• A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 

• A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up; 

• A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance; 

• A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; 

• A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, 
and a time to cast away; 

• A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; 

• A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, 
and a time of peace. 
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On The Shoulders of Giants 
 
Isaac Newton said that all he had accomplished in life was due to “standing on the shoulders of the 
giants” who came before him.  Each month we will remember one of the giants upon whose 
shoulders the parishioners of Holy Redeemer are perched.  This month’s giant is the Venerable 
Fulton J. Sheen. 
 
If you are of a certain age the name Fulton J. Sheen will be 
very familiar to you, even though you were perhaps too 
young to remember much of what he had to say.  Beginning 
in 1930 Father Sheen (later Monsignor and finally Bishop 
Sheen) hosted a radio program on NBC called “The Catholic 
Hour.”  The show ran for 20 years, and dealt with important 
topics of the day, including the rise of Fascism and 
Communism, racism in America and the role of the Catholic 
Church in modern life, eventually growing to an audience of 
four million listeners.  In 1946 Time magazine referred to 
Sheen as "the golden-voiced Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, 
U.S. Catholicism's famed proselytizer", and reported that his 
radio broadcast received 3,000 to 6,000 letters weekly from 
listeners.  
 

In 1952 Sheen began a weekly television show, initially 
called “Life Is Worth Living” and later “The Fulton Sheen 
Program.”  The show consisted of the unpaid Sheen simply 
speaking in front of a live audience without a script or cue 
cards, relying only on his powerful voice, his superb intellect, 
his famous chalkboard, and his equally famous cape.   The 
show was broadcast in prime time on Tuesday nights and 
was not expected to challenge his direct competition, “The 
Milton Berle Show,” which was the ratings giant of the day.  
Remarkably, Sheen’s program did very well.  Berle, known 
for frequently using antiquated vaudeville material, joked 
about Sheen, "He uses old material, too", and observed that 
"if I'm going to be eased off the top by anyone, it's better that 
I lose to the One for whom Bishop Sheen is speaking.”  

 

Sheen’s television audience eventually rose to a staggering 30 million viewers.  For his efforts, he 
twice won an Emmy Award for Most Outstanding Television Personality and was featured on the 
cover of Time magazine.  When he accepted his first Emmy Award Sheen quipped that he felt “it was 
time I pay tribute to my four writers – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.”
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Like all of us, there were many sides to 
Sheen’s personality.  Regarded by some as 
conservative and authoritarian, he also used 
his media platforms and his dozens of books to 
espouse a form of social justice that 
emphasized the rights of the poor and workers. 
Preaching at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York City, Sheen called on employers to pay 
their workers a living wage. Other sermons 
proposed the formation of trade guilds whose 
members would share in the profits of their 
factory, mobile schools for the poor and the 
creation of chaplains to minister to factory 
workers. The Vatican II Council, convened 
from 1962 to 1965, engaged Sheen in an 
international conversation about the Catholic 
Church’s future.  

In 1966, a year after the conclusion of Vatican II, Sheen was appointed bishop of Rochester, New 
York, a city then in transition. Corporations like Kodak, Xerox and Bausch & Lomb had made 
Rochester remarkably prosperous for much of the 20th century. But that prosperity hid gross 
inequalities. While Rochester’s overall unemployment rate was only 1 percent, among African 
Americans it stood between 10 and 25 percent.  Shortly before Sheen’s arrival frustration in 
Rochester turned to violence when two days of rioting left four people dead and reduced millions of 
dollars in property to ashes.  
 
Sheen believed that Rochester’s mixture of wealth and poverty made it the perfect place to implement 
the vision of Vatican II.  Unfortunately he took a very heavy-handed approach to implementing 
change, often to the exclusion of parish priests and the laity, and many of his proposed initiatives 
failed to take root.  Frustrated by his inability to effect meaningful change Sheen resigned his position 
in 1969 and sought instead to influence attitudes via the milieu for which he was best suited: the 
media.  
 
Sheen’s overall contributions to the Catholic Church are numerous and varied, ranging from 
educating in classrooms, churches, and homes, to preaching via radio and television, and penning 
over 70 books.  He had a gift for communicating the Word of God in the most pure, simple way.  A 
1979 editorial in “American: The Jesuit Review” accorded Sheen the title of “the greatest evangelizer 
in the history of the Catholic Church in the United States.”   
 
We’ll end with the phrase Sheen’s employed to conclude all his shows: “God loves you.”  
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Parish Pastoral Council – Purpose, Membership and Election of New Members 

The Code of Canon Law states that a pastoral council 
will be established in each parish, and that their 
purpose will be to assist the pastor in his leadership 
role of planning, organizing, initiating, promoting, 
coordinating, and reviewing the evangelization, 
worship, religious education, and service activities 
within the parish.  The Code also states that the 
pastor will preside over the council, and that the 
council will aid in fostering pastoral activity according 
to guidelines established by the diocese.   

Finally, the Code states that members of the pastoral council should come from three different 
groups: first, one-third of the members should be ex officio members of the parish (e.g., pastoral 
associates, directors of faith formation, etc.); second, one-third of the members should be appointed 
by the pastor; and third, one-third of the members should be elected by parishioners.   

Holy Redeemer recently conducted a parish-wide election to select three new members for the 
pastoral council.  As soon as the final results are tallied we will include the names and profiles of the 
new members in the newsletter, as well as the names of the other members of the pastoral council.  
In addition, issues being addressed by Holy Redeemer’s Pastoral Council will also be reported in the 
monthly newsletter. 

 
Summer Mass Schedule 
 
Beginning July 2, mass will be conducted at 
both Holy Redeemer and our satellite facility, 
Our Lady of Grace, which is located in South 
Chatham on Route 137 just north of the 
intersection with Route 28.  Masses at Our 
Lady of Grace will include a Saturday vigil 
service at 4:30 P.M. and Sunday masses at 
7:30 A.M. and 9:30 A.M.. Masses at Holy 
Redeemer will continue to be conducted at 
4:00 P.M on Saturday. and on Sunday at 8:00 
A.M. and 10:00 A.M. 

 
 
 
Get involved at Holy Redeemer – Parish Ministries 
 
Holy Redeemer is fortunate to have many excellent ministries and support organizations, ranging 
from the St. Vincent de Paul Society, which helps the materially and spiritually poor of our parish 
regardless of religious affiliation to the members of the Liberty Commons Mission, who assist with 
masses held at the two nursing homes in the parish.  A list of Holy Redeemer’s parish ministries, and 
information about joining each ministry, is provided below. Alternatively, if you see an unmet need at 
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Holy Redeemer and would like to start your own ministry please give us a call at the rectory at 508-
945-0677.  We would love to hear from you. 
 

• Holy Redeemer Women's Club – Please contact Sheila Nugent at snugent48@att.net if you 
would like more information about becoming the Club 

• St. Vincent DePaul Society – Please Contact Jack Zilliox at jackz@oit.umass.edu if you would 
like more information about the Society 

• Knights of Columbus – Please contact Ray Tallia at capemanray@aol.com if you would like 
more information about the Knights 

• Bereavement Ministry – Please contact Marilyn Whelden at mawhelden@comcast.net if you 
would like more information about the Ministry 

• Pro Life Ministry – Please contact Rosemary O’Reilly at poreilly23@comcast.net if you would 
like more information about the Ministry 

• Choir – Please email Cheryl Duerr at cduerr@holyredeemerchatham.org or  
clduerr@gmail.com or call her at 617-852-3533 if you would like more information about joining 
the Choir 

• Eucharistic Ministers – Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an email 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about becoming a 
Eucharistic Minister 

• Altar Server Ministry – Please give us a call at the rectory at 508-945-0677 or 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the Ministry 

• Lector Ministry - Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an email 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the Ministry 

• Holy Launderers Ministry - Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an email 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the Ministry 

• Liberty Commons Ministry – Please call the rectory at 508-945-0677 or send us an email 
parish@holyredeemerchatham.org if you would like more information about the Ministry 

Featured Parish Ministry for July -- The Knights of Columbus 

For the next several months we will be spotlighting different Holy Redeemer’s ministries.  This month 
our focus is on the Knights of Columbus, which is led by Ray Tallia. 

The Knights of Columbus represent a global Catholic fraternal service order whose efforts include 
support for refugee relief (most recently for families in Iraq and Afghanistan), Catholic education, local 
parishes and dioceses, and Catholic social causes around the world.  

Holy Redeemer has been involved with the Knights of 
Columbus for over 40 years, and members from the church 
currently work in collaboration with members from Holy 
Trinity in Harwich and Our Lady of the Cape in Brewster.  
The St. Pope Paul VI Council covers all three parishes, and 
the total membership currently stands at 112 men. On the 
Cape the Knights provide support to a variety of 
organizations, including the Food Pantry, WE CAN, several 
homeless shelters and Toys-for-Tots.  Holy Redeemer’s 
Knights are also called in frequently on an ad hoc basis to 
aid people in need. 

 

 

mailto:snugent48@att.net
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mailto:capemanray@aol.com
mailto:mawhelden@comcast.net
mailto:poreilly23@comcast.net
mailto:cduerr@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:clduerr@gmail.com
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
mailto:parish@holyredeemerchatham.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
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The Knights of Columbus was founded in 1882 by Father 
Michael J. McGivney to provide support for working-class 
and immigrant Catholics in the United States.  The latter part 
of the nineteenth century was a difficult time for workers, 
particularly recent immigrants with limited education.  In New 
England, several generations of the same family often 
worked in mills for 12 hours a day, six days a week. There 
were few, if any, social structures to help those who were 
injured while at work and little to no support for those who 
lost a loved one. The death of a father in an industrial 
accident was particularly devastating for the family and its 
livelihood, and even when someone was injured or killed 
through the fault of the mill owner, there was little to no 
recourse in the law.  Finally, there was also a strong anti-
immigrant attitude in the country at that time, frequently 
directed toward Catholics. 

 

It was against this backdrop that Father McGivney, a young Catholic priest at St. Mary’s Church in 
New Haven, Connecticut, gathered a group of men in the parish to create a ministry whose goals 
were to care for the poor and the widowed, to make its members better Catholics and better 
Americans, and to contribute to the spiritual and civic well-being of the church and the local 
community.  

Father McGivney’s ministry – christened The Knights of Columbus -- grew quickly, although he was 
not to see its expansion across the country, and then around the world.  He contracted tuberculosis 
soon after launching the effort and died at the age of 38.  Widely mourned, his death did not signal 
the end of the Knights, and by the end of its first decade, the organization had grown to nearly 6,000 
members.  By 1910, the Knights had councils operating throughout the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, the Philippines, Cuba, and Panama, and had opened its first college council at the University 
of Notre Dame. 

From the beginning, the Knights were engaged 
in a variety of civic and philanthropic activities. 
Between 1909 and 1913, they raised $500,000 
to offer a permanent endowment to The 
Catholic University of America. During World 
War I, the Knights organized “K of C Huts” 
throughout the United States and Europe, 
offering hospitality, religious services, and 
recreation, and after the war, they sponsored 
evening school programs for more than 50,000 
veterans. During World War II, the Knights 
made similar gestures to service members and 
established a $1 million fund to support the 
families of those who lost loved ones. 

 

 

 

In recent years, the Knights gave support to victims of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, as well 
as the first responders, and they also provided assistance to the survivors of Hurricane Katrina and 
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti.    
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The Knights currently have over 16,000 councils worldwide, comprising more than two million 
members.  Even though these councils are stretched far across the world and their membership is 
diverse, the Knights’ central goals have varied little since 1882.  The order continues to contribute 
millions of dollars each year to academic and vocational scholarship programs, and during the past 
year they provided nearly $5 million in disaster relief, $25 million to support those who live in regions 
affected by ISIS and nearly $150 million more in other charitable contributions.  

If you would like more information about the Knights of Columbus, or you would like to become a 
member, please call Ray Tallia at 508-348-5189, or send him an email at capemanray@aol.com.  

Movie Reviews 

We have two excellent movies to recommend for your viewing, “An Interview With God” and “The 
Most Reluctant Convert: The Untold Story of C.S. Lewis.” 

An Interview With God – We’re going to cheat 
and poach from “Matt’s Movie Reviews,” since 
he does a better job of summarizing the movie 
than we could. “An Interview with God” stars 
Brenton Thwaites as Paul Asher, a journalist 
whose time covering the war in Afghanistan 
and crumbling marriage forces him to question 
his place in the world, and the faith that affirms 
it.  A work assignment with an interviewee who 
claims to be none other than God (played by 
the always terrific David Strathairn) further 
challenges Paul and the faith he is clinging on 
to.  “An Interview with God” is a compelling 
drama that deals with its subjects and its 
characters seriously and without sermonizing. 
While there is indeed a message to be shared 
in its story of faith tested, it is done so with a 
believability that is compelling and wholly 
engrossing.  Those looking for answers of a 
divine nature from “An Interview with God” will 
be disappointed.  Rather “An Interview with 
God” provides a spiritual journey of the 
cinematic kind that is as fulfilling as it is 
perplexing, just as it should be.  It’s a great 
movie, and is available for streaming on Apple 
TV, Vudu Movie & TV Store, Prime Video, 
VUDU or Redbox. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Most Reluctant Convert: The Untold Story of C.S. Lewis - This time we’re going to borrow from 
Richard Propes’ review of the movie.  “The Most Reluctant Convert” is a quietly captivating motion 
picture that chronicles the remarkable journey of C.S. Lewis (author of “The Chronicles of Narnia” and 
“The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe” among many other books) from hard-boiled atheist to 
becoming the most renowned Christian writer of the past century.   
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Filmed in and around Oxford, the movie quickly 
introduces us to Lewis (played wonderfully by 
Max McLean) as the narrator of the film and a 
constant presence in it even as we travel back-
and-forth to experience the tragic death of 
Lewis's mother when he was nine-years-old, 
his subsequent strained relationship with his 
father, his declaration of atheism at age 14, his 
nightmarish time in the trenches during World 
War I, and his journey to Oxford University 
where friend J.R.R. Tolkien would ultimately 
challenge his unbelief.  

 
 
As Lewis describes it, “In the Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and 
knelt and prayed: perhaps, that night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England. I did not 
then see what is now the most shining and obvious thing; the Divine humility which will accept a 
convert even on such terms.” 
 
While it is McLean's performance that largely holds the film together, the movie’s ensemble cast is 
exceptionally strong, particularly the role of the young Lewis, which is played by Nicholas Ralph (who 
also stars a James Herriot in the remake of “All Creatures Great and Small.”)  “The Most Reluctant 
Convert” is available for streaming on Prime Video. 
 
 
Getting to Know the Members of the Parish – Rita Shields 
 
Rita Shields claims to have been a shy and 
withdrawn child growing up, first in Toronto, 
and then in Chatham where her family moved 
when she was seven.  But somewhere along 
the way she discovered a resolve that enabled 
her inner strength to come forward, while still 
retaining her charm, her sense of humor and 
her fervent love for singing.  
 
We’ll start with the day she lost her shyness. 
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Legend has it that the philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson coined the phrase “If you build a better 
mousetrap the world will beat a path to your door.”  That’s true: just consider the examples of Steve 
Jobs, Bill Gates, and Elon Musk; financial institutions couldn’t wait to pour vast sums of money into 
their start-up companies.  Unfortunately, when Rita sought to build a better mousetrap in 1976 -- a 
hair salon in Orleans called “Headlines Hairstyles -- Emerson’s quote was reserved for men; the only 
way women could get funding was to get a man to co-sign their loan, regardless of how good their 
credit was. 
  
Rita eventually found the money to start her hair salon, but 
the experience with the banks taught her that while the meek 
may indeed inherit the earth, any inheritance coming their 
way would get there faster if they banded together.  So Rita 
joined the “Business and Professional Women’s 
Foundation.”  The support she received was empowering, 
and she quickly moved up the ranks, all the way to the 
Presidency of the Cape Cod branch.  By that time Rita’s 
resolve had transformed to altruism, and her desire to give 
back led her to the Presidency of the entire Massachusetts 
organization, which totaled over 750 business and 
professional women from Boston to Pittsfield.  

 
 
 

 
Along the way Rita also managed to raise two daughters -- Julie, who is a nurse, and Rachel, who is 
a firefighter and paramedic in Chatham -- both of whom inherited their mother’s appetite for 
successfully overcoming any obstacles in their path.   
 
In 2001 a fire destroyed Rita’s salon, and rather than rebuild she decided it was time for a career 
change, which ironically led to joining forces with her old nemesis: the banking sector.  For the next 
17 years Rita’s was a familiar and friendly face behind the teller window at Cape Cod Five branch 
offices in Chatham, Harwich, and Harwich Port.  She retired late last year and now devotes her time 
to her two great interests, volunteering and singing. 
 
Rita has been a member of the Holy Redeemer 
Choir for many years, but as has often been 
the case throughout her career she eventually 
found her way to a leadership position, this 
time as the cantor for the 4 P.M. mass on 
Saturday.  When asked if she gets nervous 
singing solo in front of the entire congregation 
she exploded: “Of course I get nervous!!”  
Rita’s approach to dealing with her on-stage 
anxiety is the same as that taken by anyone 
trying to get to Carnegie Hall: practice, 
practice, practice.   “I’m a big believer in 
extensive preparation.”  

 
 

However, on a recent Saturday morning Holy Redeemer’s other cantor – Jackie – called to say that 
she had lost her voice, and could Rita pinch-hit for her at a wedding and a funeral that afternoon; 
meaning Rita would have to jump into the deep end of the pool with no time to prepare.  “They had 
me sing Ave Maria!  Do you know how hard it is to sing Ave Maria??!!”  Not to worry: Rita nailed it. 
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Part of the reason Rita sings so well – with or without extensive preparation – is who she’s singing 
for.  “I’m not singing for the congregation.  Or even a wedding couple.”  Then she added without a 
touch of shyness in her voice, “I’m singing for God.”   
 
 
In Conclusion… 
 
The winner of the Academy Award for Best 
Movie of 1981 – “Chariots of Fire” – tells the 
story of a class-obsessed and religiously 
divided United Kingdom in the early 1920s.  In 
the midst of this world, two determined runners 
– “with hope in their hearts and wings on their 
heels” -- train for the 1924 Paris Olympics: 
Harold Abrahams, who sought to overcome 
anti-Semitism and class bias in his quest to 
prove that he “belonged,” and Eric Liddell, a 
devout Christian born to Scottish missionaries 
in China, who saw running as part of his 
worship of God's glory.  In a memorable scene, 
Liddell addresses a crowd of supporters after 
winning his race. 

 
 

 

 
 “I have no formula for winning the race. 
Everyone runs in his own way, or her own way. 
And where does the power come from to see the race to its end? 
From within. Jesus said: "Behold, the Kingdom of God is within you. 
If with all your hearts you truly seek me... 
...you shall ever surely find me." 
If you commit yourself... 
...to the love of Christ... 
...then that is how you run the straight race.” 
 
Following his stunning victory in the 100-meters dash Abrahams went on to become the elder 
statesman of British athletics.  After his victory in the 400-meter run Liddell returned to his missionary 
work in China and died in a Japanese internment camp during World War II.  All of Scotland mourned 
his passing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/formula
https://www.definitions.net/definition/winning
https://www.definitions.net/definition/where
https://www.definitions.net/definition/power
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Kingdom
https://www.definitions.net/definition/within
https://www.definitions.net/definition/truly
https://www.definitions.net/definition/shall
https://www.definitions.net/definition/surely
https://www.definitions.net/definition/commit
https://www.definitions.net/definition/straight
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